
New Zealand Blind Lawn Bowls from Kevin Smth
Prior to coming to Burnside I have been heavily involved for six years in 
supporting visually impaired people to play lawn bowls. This occurred mostly 
in the upper half of the North Island with a few members in the Wellington
region.  This occured under the umbrella of the New Zealand Blind Lawn 
Bowling Association (NZBLBA) who have an association with Bowls New 
Zealand. There is no club/division of the NZBLBA in the Canterbury region. 
The NZBLBA have given their blessing for the establishment of a 
club/division in Christchurch.

I am planning to establish such a group and will be working with the relevant
organisations such as the Blind Foundation, Blind Sport New Zealand and 
others to make this a reality. I am seeking the assistance of a small number
of people to attend an initial meeting to discuss and plan this development. 
If you would like to assist in the initial planning please contact Kevin 
on kevincsmith23@gmail.co.nz or 022 312 1632  and we will have the first 
introductory meeting in the near future. 

As a tease to what blind lawn bowls is about just a couple of key pieces of 
information.  The NZ team is going to the World Blind Championships in 
South Africa leaving on March 13. The team is called The Blind Jacks. They 
have a team motto - " don't let what you can't do stop you from doing what 
you can"!! At the World Championships in England in 2013 we achieved nine 
medals which was the most successful result ever. Who knows - one day you 
could be in this national team as a player or as a director. 

There are four levels in blind sport - B1, B2, B3 and B4.  B1 participants are 
totally blind and see nothing. B2 participants are partially blind and may see 
blurred light changes or shapes a few feet in front of them. B3 participants
are partially sighted and may be able to see short distances with varying 
levels of clarity but certainly can't see the length of a bowling green. B4 
participants are also partially sighted and have what may be considered as 
"tunnel vision".  Try to imagine looking up a green through two straws. You 
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would have no peripheral vision. This is the B4 persons world view. All 
players often compete in their own division but also have a number of 
events against each other. All players have a "guide" or "director" working 
with and supporting them. They are a team.

If a person can't see up the length of a bowling green then it is likely that 
they would meet the criteria for Blind Bowls!!!

This is a fun community to be involved with so please consider helping out. 
The initial needs are for a small working group to initiate planning. This will 
be later added to with helpers required to run a one day tournament for 
sighted and visually impaired bowlers. Along the way we will also be seeking 
volunteers to take on the role of being a guide or director for some players.
Coaching will be given about these roles. 
Thanks for your consideration.
Kind regards
Kevin Smith


