
Burnside Under-26 Singles Bowling Tournament 2015 

Youth Bowls’ Pinnacle Event 

From Friday to Sunday, 2nd to 4th October, Burnside Bowling Club in Avonhead Road, will 

host New Zealand’s pinnacle event for youth bowls – the three-day Burnside U26 Singles 

Tournament.  

 

Thirty two of the country’s best young bowlers, all under 26 years of age, will converge on 

Christchurch to compete on the immaculate Burnside greens for the champion’s title and a 

total prize pool of $5,000. Equally important to them is the opportunity to be noticed by the 

national selectors who will undoubtedly keep a keen eye on the performance of these 

future stars. 

 

Starting daily at 9-00 am, each player will have seven section games of first to 21 shots. Post 

section play will be in four graded sections and will be knockout. Finals will commence at 

10-45 am on Sunday. 

 

Eleven present and past New Zealand representatives at age group, development or elite 

level are in this classy field. Several others are regional or provincial senior representatives.  

 

Two Blackjack national squad members will feature in the field this year and will be difficult 

to beat. Burnside’s Tayla Bruce debuted for the elite New Zealand women’s team against 

Australia earlier this year and Katelyn Inch (Canterbury/Oxford) will make her Blackjack 

debut in the Asia Pacific Bowls Championship in Christchurch in November. 

 

Third in 2014, Ray Martin from the Victoria Club in Wellington will be looking for the top 

prize this year. Equally searching for success will be 25 year old Auckland representative 

Scott Evans from Browns Bay, who will be playing in the event for the last time, and 2013 

event runner up NZ Development representative Temuka’s Keanu Darby. Four very 

promising 15 year old bowlers are new to the event this year and will be worth watching – 

Max Nalder from Nelson and Wellington’s Brady Amer, Finbar McGuigan and Seamus Curtin.  

Seamus recently won the silver medal in the Men's Singles at the 2015 Commonwealth 

Youth Games in Samoa where another talented competitor, NZ Development representative 

16 year old Ashleigh Jeffcoat from Raglan, won the gold medal in the Women's Singles.  

Another youngster, Jonty Horwell from the Kaikorai Club in Dunedin, won the 2014 

Secondary Schools Nationals Boys’ Singles championship, while Ashburton’s Cait Bassett 

from the Allenton Club is the 2015 Kittyhawk under 21 years women’s champion. 

 
Tournament Convenor, Kerrie Bruce, said that she was once again delighted with the quality 

of the field. “The point of difference of this tournament is that the young women and young 

men compete against each other on equal terms – no favours asked or given. They play 

attacking bowls with a no fear attitude resulting in exciting and innovative shot making. Any 

one of these young players is capable of winning this event.”  

 

Full details, the draw and up-to-date results can be found at www.burnsidebowlingclub.com 

Spectators and supporters are encouraged to come and see this talented crop of young 

athletes in action. They will not disappoint! 


