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By mid February there was a good strike of grass, 
 water had been connected and in July the tender for the first 
stage of the pavilion was let for £6,774. Stage 2 of the hall 
was to be completed by April 1965. The first AGM was held 
in June 1964 with Laing, Orchard and Davie in the top three  
executive positions. 

Helen Greenwood and Lorna Storey had been on the 
first committee formed by the men. They relinquished 
these positions and there was an agreement to form the 
Burnside Women’s Bowling Club. (See later)

By August there was a great strike of grass and weeds 
which necessitated shoulder to shoulder weeding parties 
for several weeks. Money came in from gifts, loans and a 
debenture scheme. 

Men’s subs were set at £8 and in 1965 the membership 
was restricted to 110 men playing members. 

Opening Day (24 October 1964) was held on the green 
and chaired by Walter Laing. The green was not used until 
early November with interclub games being played away 
until 21 November. The new clubhouse – the present 
dining room and kitchen – was soon completed and used 
for meetings and indoor bowls. 

Work began on the second green and consumed 
thousands of volunteer hours. The trees, shrubs and 
gardens also were worked on and they formed part of the 
legacy that we enjoy today. 

At the second AGM (1965) – the first to be held in 
the clubhouse – Lewis Davie was elected as the 
first life member. The phone was connected and so 
communication improved remarkably. Ken Shivas’ name 
became prominent at this time for clubhouse building and 
improvements and remained so for several decades. 

The second season saw the men’s membership at 124, 
mandatory whites on Saturdays and no morning bowls 
except for weekends. The women were allowed to use 4 
rinks for afternoon play. They couldn’t play on Saturdays 

but did get plenty of catering work. On 29 December 1965 
the Number 1 green was used  in section play during  
the Dominion Championships (Nationals) and received  
high praise. 

In 1966 Geoff Orchard was elected president. The Number 
1 and Number 2 greens were named Laing and Davie 
respectively and the latter was first used in December 
1966. This meant that the women could be given the use 
of extra rinks and that morning play was now allowed 
for all. Hec Orchard, Secretary of the local Turf Research 
Institute, became the club’s first green keeper – a role he 
performed for seven years. Application for a third green 
was made in March 1968. The Wahine Storm in April, 
1968 resulted in members being levied for the first time - 
$1 each for the replacement of damaged fences. 

Burnside’s first Centre title was won by Ian Read in 1968 
in the Champion of Champions Colts Singles. The next 
Centre title was not won until 1977 by the men although the 
women won the Open Pairs, Open Fours and Rose Bowl 
Fours in 1976. These successes were the forerunners of 
the dozens that followed in future years. 

Weed versus Grass 
In the late sixties interest grew in cotula weed which was 
being introduced successfully at other clubs. Hec Orchard 
believed in grass and did not encourage this latest fad. 
The Executive appointed a “Conversion Committee” 
headed by Ernie Watt who was a cotula enthusiast from 
his Southland days. Cotula seed was obtained from 
the Meadowbank Club in Oamaru and laid on the Laing 
Green. Later more seed came from Oamaru’s Phoenix 
Club for the Davie Green. The changeover to weed greens 
began in 1973 with side excursions into Maniototo seed 
resulting in the great greens we play on today. No wonder 
players from South of the Waitaki play so well on them – 
they are virtually playing at home! Incidentally the green 
keeper resigned about this time. 

Opening Day 24th October 1964
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Here’s one for Trivial Pursuits purists. Who 
played in the first bowls match to be televised 
live in New Zealand? In 1969 the Centre’s 
Champion of Champions Singles final 
between Eric Bell of Burnside and the winner, 
Bill Newburgh of Elmwood was televised live 
in glorious black and white. Incidentally Bill 
Newburgh joined Burnside in the 1990s, won 
two Club titles in Noel Millar’s Four and was a 
valued coach and selector.

The Lounge
A “lounge” committee chaired by Bill Morrison was established in 
September 1973. Plans were drawn and permits applied for. Unfortunately 
a neighbour lodged an objection on the basis that the extension would 
overlook his swimming pool. This controversy continued for over 
a year and inflation was increasing the cost. This got too much for 
Les Pope who organised a deputation of 92 bowlers to confront the 
objector and his lawyer at a Waimairi Council meeting. The application 
was granted early in the meeting in quick time (probably to clear the 
room) with the proviso a door in the south wall was to remain closed 
except in emergencies. The additional costs meant that one beam was 
cut from the plan. Fletchers built the lounge and grants came from the 
Government, Council and members. The Christmas Party in December 
1976 was quite a celebration when the lounge was officially opened. The 
lounge has been named after Les Pope to acknowledge his efforts in the 
building of the extension, his fundraising skills and other contributions 
to the Club. 

Up to this time, after-match functions were held in the pavilion (present 
dining room) using a temporary trestle bar at the car park end of the 
building. Flagons were bought on Friday night from the Russley Hotel 
for weekend use while the hotel had given the Club its old spirit bowser 
system. This all changed. A bar was built into the new lounge with much 
of the work done by Ken Shivas, Evan Lang and Tom Wildes. Windows 
overlooking the new Orchard Green were added in 1980. 1976 saw the 
Club’s first success at national level at Dunedin where Bill Morrison, 
Tom Brady, Peter Rose and Ken Shivas (skip) were runners up to Phil 
Skoglund’s Northern Club four in the Dominion Championships. 

Alan Bryce remembers........ 
When I joined the Club in 1972 I was the youngest 
by 20 years. Men were in one Club and the ladies 
had their own Club. After much debate the Clubs 
amalgamated in 1998. A great change for the better. 

The Club was dry until Ken Doell (Peter’s father) 
decided that members should be able to enjoy 
a drink at the Club instead of having to go to the 
Russley Hotel. Jars were the means of supply and 
drinks were served from a trestle that formed the 
bar in the dining room. Things have progressed a lot 
since then. 

The two greens, Davie and Laing, were grass. The 
decision to go to weed was an excellent one and with 
great management we continue to enjoy world class 
greens. The Orchard green ensured we claimed the 
space in the park. 

Sponsorship really started in the 1973/74 season 
with General Finance and Glenvale Wines being 
the pioneers. The only sponsor prior to that was 
Aulsebrooks who donated a trophy for the Labour 
Day Fours and provided product for the prizes. 

The extensions to the pavilion were the project of a 
committee of one - Bill Morrison. Bill was committed 
to ensuring the job was done properly in all respects. 
The Waimairi Council meeting to approve the 
windows on the west side of the upstairs was a 
good example of Club involvement. The Club had 
92 members attend that meeting and the residents 
opposing had two – the main objector and his 
lawyer. The Council changed the order paper, heard 
the argument and decided quickly in the Club’s 

New pavilion lounge wing takes shape 1975-1976

New lounge - retro 1976

R/U Dominion Fours 1976
Bill Morrison, Tom Brady, Peter Rose, 

Ken Shivas (Skip)
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favour – the power of numbers and lobbying won. 
The Council Chairman had always been invited to  
Opening Days. 

One team – Bill Morrison, Tom Brady, Peter Rose 
and Ken Shivas, dominated the results for quite a 
period. Any rare victory against them was enjoyed. 
Now with the benefits of excellent coaching the 
games are more competitive and results are spread  
around more. 

The windfall from Housie proceeds, in conjunction 
with the Burnside Rugby Club, in earlier years and 
successful applications to the Gaming Trusts have, 
with prudent management, placed the Club in very 
good shape to progress into the next 50 years. It is 
great to be a member of a progressive club.

The new facilities meant for that for the first time Bowls 
NZ requested Burnside as a venue for the 1980 Dominion 
Rothmans Provincial Finals. Other requests followed 
and Australia defeated NZ eight matches to four in three 
men’s test matches on Burnside’s greens in early April 
1982. These requests continue today. 

A new three-green watering system was installed in 
1984. This computerised sprinkler system was opened 
on Opening Day, 2 September 1984, by Margaret Murray, 
Chairman of the Waimairi District Council. It has proved 
to be a wonderful asset to the playing surfaces and  
the Club. 

By 1987 the Burnside Bowling Club (350 members) and 
the Burnside Women’s Bowling Club (128 members) 
had the largest combined membership numbers of any 
bowling complex in the country. 

The Second 25 Years – 1988-2013 
1988 witnessed another innovation – winter bowls on the 
Orchard Green where the surface was protected by an 
experimental roll-on, roll-off plastic cover. Records say 
that the green played well and six or seven rinks were 
used regularly but the experiment proved to be short 
lived and was soon discontinued. 

At a Special General Meeting in September 1990 a major 
seachange in thinking resulted in an amendment to the 
Constitution and Rules of the Club to permit a Women’s 
Section into the Club membership. This gave the women 
access to all parts of the Club as of right but not the right 

Alan is the longest serving active member. He joined 
Burnside in 1972 and has been a member of the Club for 
41 years. During this time he was the Club’s Secretary 
1973-76 and Treasurer 1982-86. He won the Club Singles 
Championship in 1979 and 1982 and was the Centre 
Singles Champion in 1994. For several years he has been 
the recruitment convenor and has mobilised volunteers 
to help him run the Mates in Bowls series and Have a Go 
days. He was instrumental with Don Bisman in running 
Business House Bowls competitions through the 1980s 
and 1990s. He also assisted Allan Nimmo in the early 
days of the Burnside Invitation Pairs. Alan has excelled 
as a sponsor finder for numerous tournaments and  
Club projects. At the height of his powers when Alan 
wound up for a drive the whole green paused for self 
preservation reasons.

The Orchard Green 
In October 1979 Dr Geoff Orchard opened the third green 
which was named in his honour. This green was delayed 
for some time because neighbours were concerned that 
they would see bowlers’ heads above the fence line 
during play. This was fixed with plantings on the south 
boundary. The Orchard Green (with its North Otago 
weed) allowed further membership expansion to make 
Burnside the largest club in the South Island in 1979. 

Alan Bryce hoists the winning bowl in MIB spider

Opening Day Davie Green 1966
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to be elected to the Men’s Executive or voting rights. Up 
until this time, although they had playing rights, handled 
most of the catering and did many of the jobs such as 
furnishing and decorating to keep the club attractive 
and alive, the women were not legally permitted to 
enter the Lounge without signing the Visitors’ Book. In 
other words, in the rules of the time the women were 
regarded as ‘guests’ in their own club. These laws 
were being tightened up and the Men’s Executive took 
the opportunity to give the women membership rights. 
Although only given limited rights, this was a big step 
forward in what had been previously a male dominated 
environment with the ladies kept on the outside.

In a rather prophetic statement, the Constitution 
Committee’s convenor, Ralph Simpson, wrote; “Who 
knows, this could lead to a combined Club and joint 
Executive sometime in the future?” 

Clubhouse Extension
The pressure of numbers meant that another clubhouse 
extension was proposed and necessary. This extension 
was strongly recommended by Jack Forbes’ Planning 
Committee after a review of Club facilities.

Toilets, the present meeting room, improved bar facilities 
and more space were added upstairs in 1992, while 
downstairs extra space for men’s and women’s lockers, 
ladies’ toilets, room for green keeping gear and kitchen 
facilities was added or improved. New windows to give 
a better view over the Davie and Laing greens were 
built in and the carpet was also renewed. This time the 
neighbours opposed the extension because of the fear of 
noise. A compromise was reached and the Club agreed 
to a stipulation that the Club lease-footprint would not 
increase in the future. The extension was conditional 
on extra parking to be made available in the Waimairi 
Council’s nursery and the bridging of the stream behind 
the soil shed. The plan was for entry through the present 
gate and exit through the Burnside Park gate. This did 
not happen but the extension went ahead anyway. A 
footbridge over the stream was built in 2007 for World 
Bowls 2008. Funding was provided by trusts, Member 

Debentures and a huge number of volunteer hours. Work 
commenced in May 1992. Don Bisman, Bill Cosgriff and 
Elwyn Hay were to the fore on this major development 
called Project ‘91’.

Warwick Ainger - Finance Convenor 
Since 1963 the Burnside Bowling Club has developed 
and grown as a result of many “volunteers” helping 
in their own area of expertise. Tradesmen, bank 
managers, professionals and retirees among others 
have helped the Club progress to its present state. 
From 1963 to 1990 the Club cash reserves grew due 
to our large membership, income from our popular 
tournaments, repayable loans from the Waimairi 
County Council and Christchurch City Council, 
housie proceeds, poker machines, grants (especially 
from the Racecourse Hotel) and debentures lent to 
the Club by members.

In 1991 a Finance subcommittee comprising 
George Muirhead, Bill Devine, Bruce Hamilton, 
Neil Howman, Roy Martin, Rod Maxwell and Arthur 
Stone was appointed by President Elwyn Hay. 
This group was charged with finding the funds for 
Project ‘91’ – the expanded upstairs and downstairs 
clubhouse facilities at a cost of over $250,000. The 
extensions were completed in 1992-93. They were 
funded by Member Debentures of $120,000, the 
Club’s accumulated cash reserves of $70,000, a 
lottery grant of $35,000, a City Council loan and an 
overdraft from the Bank of $15,000.The Debentures 
in $250 units were for 10 years at 5%, repayable on 
one month’s notice. As members became older the 
requests for repayments grew at a great rate mainly 
from executors of estates. This caused the hairs on 
the Trustees’ heads (Ken Booth and Warwick Ainger) 
to change to white in case many more letters were 
received from executors!! However all were paid out 
by the due date. There are now no loans or overdrafts 
outstanding and cash reserves total $79,000 as at 30 
April, 2013. A great Club effort!

Clubhouse Extension 1992
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THE BURNSIDE WOMEN’S BOWLING CLUB – 1964-1998 
Helen Greenwood and Lorna Storey had been on the 
first committee formed by the men. They relinquished 
these positions to endeavour to form a Women’s Bowling 
Club. Advertisements were placed in local newspapers 
seeking members. As the pavilion had not yet been 
built the Burnside Women’s Bowling Club’s first AGM 
on 1 July, 1964 was held at Helen Greenwood’s home. 
Seventeen members attended and Helen Greenwood 
(President), Lorna Storey (Vice President) and Thelma 
Kelly (Secretary/Treasurer) were elected as leaders of 
the new club together with a full committee. Membership 
numbers were to be limited to 34 with a subscription 
of £2-10s. Hours of play, the use of the pavilion and 
catering and kitchen control were all agreed on with 
the men. Walter Laing and Dr Geoff Orchard acted as 
mentors explaining the co-operation that would be 
required between the two Clubs. 

So began the BWBC which affiliated to the Christchurch 
Women’s Bowling Centre in September 1964 and held 
its first opening day on 17 November 1964.

It was decided that the Club colours should be a red and 
white headband, a blue blazer with a pocket monogram 
with a background of snow capped mountains and in the 
foreground two poplars beside a river. The Christchurch 
Women’s Centre then decided that all clubs should have 
standard navy and red hat bands with the Christchurch 
Centre monogram on the blazer pocket. The word 
‘BURNSIDE’ was allowed under this monogram. 
Individuality was not fostered much in the early sixties 
even though the hugely individualistic Beatles were then 
a great hit! 

In the beginning the Club had few funds but selling 
tried and true recipes helped and by the end of the first 
season the Club had £135 in the bank. The BWBC paid 
a proportion of their subscriptions, and when possible an 
annual donation to the Men’s Club. As membership and 
funds grew so did these payments until both amounted 
to several thousand dollars annually. In addition over the 

years several assets such 
as kitchen lino, cutlery, 
crockery, refrigerators, 
curtains, tables, chairs and 
cleaning equipment were 
provided to the Club. 

Early on very few members 
knew much about the game 
so coaching was and has 
always been important in 
the Club. The men helped 
and coaches such as Joan 
Kuchen, Ina Gardiner, 
Marjory Steele, Merle Brady, Jean Davis, Kathleen Hay 
and Mavis Gordon among others were crucial in players’ 
development and success. Merle Brady, Marjory Steele, 
Maureen Mercer, Marjory Waldron and Ellen Lindley 
were prominent as umpires. The coaching obviously was 
effective as in 1976 Thelma Kelly (s), Noney Morrison, 
Jean Davis and Glennis Tozer won the Centre Open 
Fours – the first open title won by either Club. Later that 
year Glennis Tozer and Betty Lee won the Centre Open 
Pairs championship. Many titles were to follow. 

From the start the BWBC played the major role in 
catering for both Clubs. Rosters ensured that everyone 
was involved. Catering convenors included Joan 
Kuchen, Noney Morrison, Jean Barron, Jean Stephen, 
Pat Shivas, Ola Williams, Elizabeth Oliver and Barbara 
Williamson. During the 1980s Nita and Ran Ingram were 
contracted as caterers. The catering services provided 
were a definite benefit to the men’s Club. The BWBC 
1990 AGM notes that kitchen work was “getting a bit 
much”. Over the six month season there were 100 days 
in the kitchen – 80 of these for the men. Over the years 
several tour groups from Australia, Canada, USA and 
the UK were hosted and several national championships 
were catered for. The 1995 AGM decided to use outside 
caterers for all-day tournaments.

Yvonne Howman 
reminisces......
When I started playing 
bowls in 1984 our Club had 
a very large membership 
of men, and a waiting list 
for women. We numbered 
130, played 1-00pm – 
4-00pm on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and took up 
two full greens. Dress was 
of great importance; skirts 
had to within 16 inches 

BWBC Opening Day 1984

Proposed BWBC  
blazer pocket
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of the ground, tops were strictly monitored, no 
trousers of any sort were to be worn, while the only 
jewellery allowed was the ring or rings worn on the 
ring finger of the left hand and the only permitted 
earrings were gold or pearl studs! My first bowling 
hat resembled the Barbadoes Street Cathedral 
dome – white with a small brim on the front, a 
button in the middle and trimmed with a navy Club 
band which was later changed to the colour of the 
Christchurch Centre with our Club badge allowed on  
the side. 

We were offered coaching by some of the top men 
players. I was lucky enough to have George Muirhead, 
who like me, is still enjoying the facilities and 
companionship at Burnside. First year players were 
graded as leads and there was a Club Championship 
for us. There were 12 of us that year such was the 
popularity of the game. Club Championships were 
played with drawn teams; grading was strictly 
adhered to and the skips were the shot makers we all 

admired and aimed to be like. There were no juniors 
as such and you learned your trade by coming up 
through the ranks. Entry to the Club Championships 
was according to rank and before each event we all 
sat and watched the teams being drawn out – leads, 
seconds and thirds all hoping to get a top skip. No 
doubt skips hoped that they would be given a team 
of players who could at least draw the odd shot! For 

Centre events we chose 
our own teams and there 
were huge entries from 
all over Christchurch. 
Burnside’s top ladies often 
qualified for post section 
play, and those who had 
not, very often spent the 
next few days supporting 
them complete with 
deckchairs, lunches and 
the hats of course – worn 
to impress! There was 
great Club unity. 

Burnside was blessed with 
three beautiful greens. 
It was only after I started 
playing at other clubs that 
I realised how spoilt we 
were and still are, thanks 
to green keepers like 
Ken Prebble and Glen 
Miller. I often remarked 
that our gorgeous greens 
didn’t prepare us for 
championships played 
elsewhere as we were 
used to perfection. 
Anyway that was my 
excuse! 

Over many enjoyable years 
there have been great 
changes including most 
notably amalgamation, 

Letter of Welcome to BWBC

Yvonne Howman 2013


