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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The 2013/2014 season sees the Club celebrate its Golden Jubilee marking 50 
years of existence. Our founding “fathers” had the foresight to create a club that 
has grown in size (greens and numbers) to what it is today. We have what are 
undoubtedly the best greens in the country, and facilities and club enthusiasm to 
match. This has been proved in the last 25 years where the club has been the host 
of numerous Centre, Inter-centre, Trans-Tasman Tests and World Bowls events 
culminating in the recently concluded 2013 World Bowls Singles Champion of 
Champions. The willingness of members to assist in these events is what makes 
this club great – what I like to call “The Burnside Way”. 

There has been a lot of work gone into this Jubilee and I want to offer my 
congratulations to Kerrie Bruce and her Jubilee Committee. A special mention to 
Ken Wilson-Pyne and Ken Reid who have compiled this Jubilee book which I am sure 
will provoke many stories around the lounge when we gather for the celebrations.  
Happy celebrations. 

Bill Fowlie 
President 
Burnside Bowling Club

WELCOME FROM THE JUBILEE COMMITTEE 

On behalf of Burnside’s Jubilee Committee, I welcome you all to Burnside Bowling 
Club’s 50th Jubilee. We look forward to celebrating this special occasion with past 
and present members, and invited guests. 

We are pleased to acknowledge Ian and Joan Familton of Mike Pero Real Estate 
who are generously supporting our Jubilee programme. 

I would also like to acknowledge the work that my committee has put in over 
the past 18 months planning and organising this Jubilee. In particular, I would 
like to thank Ken Wilson-Pyne who, with help from Ken Reid, has spent hours 
researching and compiling this Jubilee book. 

We hope you enjoy celebrating this important milestone with us. 

Kerrie Bruce (Committee Chair) 

Jubilee Committee: Kerrie Bruce, Alan Bryce, Bill Fowlie,  
Judy Gamblin, Trevor Paterson, Ken Reid, Ken Wilson-Pyne.
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THE BURNSIDE BOWLING CLUB 1963 – 2013

In the Beginning 
Originally Burnside Park was part of an extensive estate  of 
1700 acres owned and farmed by the Boag Family whose 
homestead was sited near the present water tower. The 
Waimairi County Council acquired land for sub divisions 
and a recreational reserve and this was the beginning of 
Burnside Park. The south west corner, now occupied by the 
bowling club, was used for grazing until 1962. 

A chance meeting of two men walking their dogs in the 
roughly formed ‘Burnside Park’ led to the conception of the 
Club. Ralph Beckenham and Walter Laing (the chairman of 
the Waimairi District Council) agreed to take an interest in 
the park and the sports that would be catered for. Using 
their connections, they invited Dr Geoff Orchard, a member 
of the Christchurch Bowling Club, and Lewis Davie, a retired 
surveyor who had been involved in the formation of the 
Cashmere Bowling Club, to join them in an interest group 
for regular meetings. The present site of the bowling club 
appealed to the group because of its open nature away 
from houses and because the nearest clubs – Fendalton 
and Elmwood – had long waiting lists. 

The Birth of the Burnside Bowling Club 
The Waimairi District Council was approached and a public meeting 
on 25 September 1963 at the Council Chambers attracted 4 women 
and 21 men. They didn’t muck around in those days and at this 
meeting the Burnside Bowling Club was formed with Walter Laing 
as President, Lewis Davie as Secretary/Treasurer, Geoff Orchard as 
Vice President and a committee was elected. All intending members 
were to donate £5 as a gift or loan as starting money - £90 was 
raised at the meeting so it was all systems go. 

A letter from the Council dated 19 November confirmed the precise 
area and approved the project – they can’t have heard of the 
Resource Management Act in 1963! Things moved quickly. The first 
Executive meeting was held on 20 November 1963 at the Davie 
home. The County Engineer produced a final plan, siting two greens 
and a pavilion and this plan was enthusiastically agreed to. 

The First Green and Clubhouse 
A tender to establish and maintain one green costing £685 was 
accepted and Number One green was born. Money then became 
an issue and an application to the Golden Kiwi lottery for financial 
assistance was turned down on the grounds of the ‘ages’ of the 
participants as lottery funds were to foster sporting conditions for 
the “youth of the nation”! Seemingly bowlers didn’t meet the criteria! 
The Council however gifted £250 and offered a loan of £2000 at 
5% for ten years. Members joining before 20 December 1963 were 
expected to gift or loan the club £5 while subsequent members 
paid £5 as an entry fee. A Deed of Trust was produced to establish 
the issue of debentures for a building fund and subsequently 
Incorporation was actioned on 1 May 1964 to make the club “The 
Burnside Bowling Club (Inc.)” 

‘Fathers of Burnside’
Walter Laing, Lewis Davie, Geoff Orchard

Working party laying Laing Green 1964

Weeding party Davie Green January 1966


