
STU BUTTAR – BURNSIDE PAIRS 

The end of this week will be a busy time for our club and the volunteers who offer their time free for 

the advancement of the club and the sport we all love. 

If you haven’t been asked or haven’t the time to offer your assistance at or with, the Stu Buttar Pairs 

Tournament, you can still contribute! 

The Tournament has not attracted a naming sponsor this year so we are operating on a breakeven 

budget without counting on the revenue we make from the bar over the weekend. 

 To this end it might be timely to remind all members to visit the club and participate in the weekend 

in any way they can. The Pro-Am is on Thursday evening at 4.30pm and all members are encouraged 

to participate in this unique opportunity (to bowl with some of Australasia’s best bowlers) and to 

mix and mingle with them over a convivial drink afterwards. It is still not too late to enter, give Mort 

Young a ring immediately. 

On Friday the tournament proper starts and there is no better place to be than your club if you want 

to see quality bowls played by quality players. Viewing is free and refreshments will be available. 

After the last game has concluded there will be a social get-together upstairs in our lounge. Food will 

be provided. Burnside Members are of course welcome. That same evening we will be running a 

“Calcutta Sweepstake” on the tournaments outcome. 

“How does a Calcutta work?” I hear you ask. First off you need to buy a page (minimum) of numbers 

(10 at a $1 each = $10) to be in with a chance to win the right to own or sell (at auction) a ‘lot’. A ‘lot’ 

is a group of 3 teams from the tournament, groupings yet to be determined, whom if you draw can 

be retained in your ownership for half the price reached in the auction or sold for you by the auction 

process for half the amount reached at the bidding stage. Eg. You buy (say) $20 worth of tickets and 

one of your number’s is drawn (you could get 2 or 3 or even more draws if you are really lucky!), a 

little later your number is matched (drawn) to a ‘lot’. A little later still, that ‘lot’ is offered up for 

auction. Let’s say through the bidding process your ‘lot’ is ‘knocked down’ to the highest bidder for 

(say) $500. If you are not the highest bidder you will receive $250 for drawing that ‘lot’. If you are 

the highest bidder you need only pay $250 for your $500 purchase. The ‘pool’ of funds increases 

incrementally through the auction process so that those attending can see the value of the likely 

prize(s) as they bid. A percentage of this increasing pool is retained as the Club’s revenue. 

Tickets for the Calcutta are available from Ross Bell or Peter Doull from Thursday evening. Even if 

you don’t buy a ticket in the Calcutta it will still be a fun night to be part of and as we said at the 

outset we need money going over the bar to contribute to the success of the weekend. 

On Saturday, bowls of high quality will continue at Burnside and we hope you avail yourself to 

support the tournament and the club with your presence. On Saturday evening at the ‘after-match’ 

we are having more entertainment of a different nature but equally pleasurable kind and with a 

chance for you to be a ‘winner’. Raffles, food and of course refreshments will be available. 

Sunday is finals day and the quality bowls continue. The final will be about 1.30pm and will be filmed 

by CTV for later viewing. And so the Club looks forward to you being at Burnside this coming 

weekend to enjoy the bowls that will be on offer. If you do wish to participate in the entertainment 

as outlined above so much the better! 

See you there, then!! 

Bill 


